ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

Wasmnoron, ID.C.

THE SECRETARY GENERAL

May 14, 2008

Excellency:

I have the honor to address Your Excellency regarding the upcoming Eighth
Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas, and to offer, for the consideration of
the Ministers of Defense, the possibility of hosting the institutional memory of the
Conference within the General Secretariat of the OAS,

In the post-Cold War environment, the Defense Ministers of the Americas have
been meeting regularly since 1995 so as to increase cooperation and contribute to the
defense and security of the hemisphere.  From Williamsburg to Managua, Ministers have
discussed confidence and security building, transparency in the acquisition of arms,
(lefense white papers, cooperation in peacckeeping operations, and more recently,
fighting terrorism and transnational organized cnme. In BanfT, the ministers will have an
opportunity to decpen their cooperation on these and other subjects.

However, continuily and record keeping of the various discussions and decisions
of the Ministers has never been systematized or centralized, which can be problematic as
we move from one ministerial to the next. That is why in the declaration adopted in
Managua in 2006, the Ministers of Defense undertook to “continue consultations with a
view lo sustain the institutional memory of the Conferences of Ministers of Defense of
the Americas”.

The General Secretariat of the OAS serves as the secretariat for a broad range of
ministerial processes that take place in the Inter-American System, ranging from
meetings of Ministers of Foreign Affairs to Ministers of Education, Tourism, Energy,
Environment, Transportation, Labour, Justice, etc,, and beginming in October, 2008 to
include also the Ministers of Public Security or Public Safety of the Americas. Notably
absent is the Defense Ministers process.

The Honourable

Peter Gordon MacKay,

Minister of National Defense

Chairman, Eighth Conference of Ministers of Defense of the Americas
Ottawa, Ontario

(Canada.



Within the General Secretaniat exists the Secretariat for Multidimensional
Security, a permanent civilian body, which among other responsibilitics, is charged with
supporting member states and the OAS Committee on Hemispheric Security on
defense- related topics.  The Secretariat for Multidimensional Security is also charged
with institutional coordination with the Inter-American Defense Board. 1 believe that the
General Secretariat of the OAS, specifically its Secretariat for Multidimensional Security,
should be considered as one option in any discussion on where to house the institutional
memory of the Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas.

In fact, as part of its broader security mandates, the General Secretariat has just
published the first of what will be a multi-volume series of OAS documents on security
and defense topics. The first volume (enclosed) is intended as a reference on QAS
documents for defense policymakers. This publication is an example of the type of
purely record-keeping functions which would be expected from the institutional memory
of the Conference of Defense Ministers. Other functions could include the establishment
of a permanent website, and the classification, translation and publication of documenis.

Excellency, for the reasons stated above, and in keeping with the decision in the
Managua Declaration to continue consultations on this matter, 1 am pleased to place the
services of the General Secretariat at the disposal of the Ministers of Defense of the
Americas, in the hope that they will entrust the Secretariat with serving as the
institutional memory of the Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas when they
meet later this year in Banff, Canada.

Please accepl, Excellency, the renewed expressions of my highest consideration
and esteem.
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C.C. Ambassador Graeme C. Clark, Permanent Representative of Canada to the OAS,



